Date: August 24, 2001

Author: Tom Dierickx, dierickx@healthyexchanges.com
Steps for setting up TextPad for use with SPSS:

STEP1: Download TextPad

TextPad can be downloaded at: http://www.textpad.com/download/index.html for free. The benefits of then registering later include suppressing the startup splash screen and allowing TextPad to open as fast as Notepad.

STEP2: Install TextPad

Just run the default install (there’s nothing extra under custom anyway).

STEP3: Create a directory to keep your custom stuff

Make a directory on your computer somewhere convenient, such as C:\TextPad Files\ and copy the contents of the accompanying zip file into the new directory:

· tdRunSyntax.exe

· tdSPSS.syn

· tdSPSS.tcl

STEP4: Customize TextPad  (Configure -> Preferences…)

General Settings: Here’s how my general settings are (I don’t like multiple instances nor the splash screen)
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STEP4: Customize TextPad  (Cont.)

File: I like the default file extension for all new TextPad documents to be assumed to be SPSS syntax files (*.sps), so that my color coding kicks in right away. TextPad associates color-coding will file extensions. For blank documents, normally it would be plain text unless you change it here.
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Displaying Line Numbers: Here’s how my preferences are set under Configure -> Preferences…-> View 
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Folder Location: You’ll need to tell TextPad where your custom clip-libraries and color-coding syntax files are:
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STEP4: Customize TextPad  (Cont.)
Associated Files: To have TextPad automatically serve as the default application for SPSS syntax files, add the .sps extension here. (Note: You could also do it manually via Windows Explorer, but this is easier.)
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File Name Filters: This allows you to easily control what types of files TextPad should open/save:
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STEP5: Add Some Tools!
Adding tdRunSyntax.exe: Now for the good part! We want to add the tdRunSyntax.exe utility to submit any selected SPSS syntax! First, we’ll need to click on Add -> Program…:
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STEP5: Add Some Tools! (cont.)
Adding tdRunSyntax.exe (cont.): Now, we make a few more edits to make this work for us:

First, click once on Tdrunsytax and rename it to be Submit SPSS Syntax, hit enter, then apply:
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Edit Submit SPSS Syntax tool: Click on the Tools option in the left pane to expand its options and click once on Submit SPSS Syntax (in the left pane):
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Edit Paramters: We simply need to replace the $File parameter with $Clip and hit Apply. (Note: TextPad has excellent Help to explain all the options. I’ll explain why we use $Clip below).

[image: image12.png]Gererl Command: [ENTenPadFlesuursymaere
Fie
e Paamete: 50

View il folder [SFieDi

Document Classes
Assosiated Fiks

I Promp forparamelers = Gapture
e Mame Fiters Save all documents first
Folders Il
Kyomd
o e
e |
St
5 Teak e ————
Smispss S R E o0 el o

. 151 5] ced | b | Heb





STEP5: Add Some Tools! (cont.)
(optional) Adding SPSS Syntax Help File: Basically, just follow the steps above except the end result should look something like this. 

Command = Full path to Acrobat Reader or Adobe Acrobat (including acrobat.exe)

Parameters = Path to SPSS help file (in double quotes)

Initial Folder = Same as Command less the *.exe part
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(optional) Adding SPSS Base Help File: Again, pretty much the same thing except: 
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Verifying Tools: You should now be able to hit OK and see them listed under the Tools menu.
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STEP6: Add Color Coding Syntax

Adding new document class: Under Configure -> New Document Class…, add SPSS Syntax and hit Next ->
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Enable Syntax Highlighting: 
* Check enable syntax highlighting, choose tdSPSS from the list, and click Next ->
* Then hit Finish
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Setting Color (and other) Preferences: You should now be able to go into Configure -> Preferences… and be able to customize such things as colors, fonts, tabulation, etc. 
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STEP7: Close out of TextPad
Close completely out of TextPad to ensure all these modifications have gone into effect. 

STEP8: Modifying clip-library and color-coding “syntax” file

TextPad has excellent Help features that explain the structure of both its clip-library files (*.tcl) and it’s “syntax” files (*.syn). Of course, don’t confuse the word syntax here with what it means to SPSS! To TextPad, this word simply refers to external *.syn files that you keep keyword lists in so that TextPad knows how to color-code your documents. In essence, you can define for yourself what words are important to a given programming language, or, what words comprises its “syntax”.

Modifying your clip-library(s): Right-click in the clip library’s title bar and choose “Edit book”. It will automatically open the clip library for editing. 
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For more information on the structure of these files, consult TextPad’s excellent Help. But, basically, you define clips between (!) “tags” like so:


!TEXT=Title to Display

<< SPSS code snippet goes here >>


!

Note: If your code snippet contains any exclamation marks in the first column (like are used in !ENDDEFINE), it confuses TextPad. The workaround is to simply offset your (!) by one column, like so:


!TEXT=Sample of Code With an (!)

DEFINE @Path()

  
   "C:\My Documents\"

       !ENDDEFINE.


!

Modifying your keyword lists (aka, syntax file): 

Go to Configure -> Preferences -> Document Classes -> SPSS Syntax File -> Syntax -> Open:
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STEP9: Open SPSS

If you attempt to submit syntax to SPSS without it being open you’ll get something like error below. Simply Open SPSS and resubmit. This is by design - I know could have had the tdRunSyntax.exe file automatically open SPSS if it was not, but that would be very slow! It’s just cleaner to have SPSS already open before you try and submit syntax to it.
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HOW DOES IT WORK??

Basically, the tdRunSyntax.exe tools simply takes whatever’s in the Windows clipboard and submits it to SPSS. (Somehwhat analogous to SPSS’s own runSytntax.exe, which takes an entire *.sps syntax file and submits the whole thing to SPSS for processing). TextPad’s $Clip parameter takes any selected text and copies it to the clipboard. If no text is selected, it copies all the whole document (i.e would run everything – just like SPSS syntax’s editor).

WHO DO YOU CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS IF THERE’S PROBLEMS?

This tool and these instructions are intended as is. I lead a very busy work life by day, so I might not be as responsive to questions as you would like; however, I will try to answer questions as I can find time.

I hope you enjoy using TextPad as your SPSS syntax editor as much as I do!

Sincerely,
TOM
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